


The members of
oyrinity Qutheran Church

have much to rejoice about in 2001.
They have experienced seventy-five
years of God’s love, grace and mercy.

/3 years!!!

“Tet's Dake a ook at Some of QYhose Years....




A

q n 1925 a group of Lutherans, including Pastor Paul Goltermann from
Hessville, our circuit visiting pastor, Reverend Rump, and Herman Herz canvassed the
Lowell area finding enough who were interested in starting a church. The first services
were held in people’s homes until they were able to purchase the vacated Methodist Church.

This property, including the parsonage and an extra lot, was located on the corner of Burn--
ham and Main Street.

Rev. Paul Goltermann

Here is an excerpt from the a special meeting on October 24,1926:

“&he motion that the Church property be bought as economically as possible
was carried,

Ohe Church Council was called for a special meeting to be held the following
evening,

Ohe motions that {Mr. Effenberger go ahead and repair the parsonage fur-
nace at .75 per hour—the (Congregation fo furnish parts -was carried.

OIhe meeting adjourned by general consent.

Hugo PLoppe, Secretary”
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On May 25, 1925, the Reverend Walter Vandre of Washington came to Lowell and
began his work as the first resident pastor. On September 19, 1926, a congregation was or-
ganized with nine charter members: William W. Bartz, Herman Herz, Edward Kruger, Her-
man L. Loitz, Hugo Poppe, John Rehborg, George Rust, Ed Stuhlmacher, and Walter
Woodke.

The Methodist Church was used as a place of worship and rented at a cost of $400.00
per year. Spring, 1927, the red-brick church building and wood-frame parsonage were pur-
chased for $5,000.00. The dedication of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church took place on
May 15, 1927 with Professor Mueller of Valparaiso as the guest speaker.

first parsonage Pastor Vandre first church

In 1933, the congregation became a member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.
Later in 1936, a Ladies Aid Society and a Young Peoples’ Society were organized. In 1947,
the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League became part of our ladies’ activities.
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In October, 1941, Pastor Vandre accepted a call to Kappa, Indiana. He served his *
longest period here at Trinity and died on June 30, when he suffered a succession of heart at-
tacks. The Reverend G. Gotsch of Paar then served as vacancy

pastor until March, 1943, when the Reverend Hillis F. Hall be-
came the second resident pastor.

On February 20, 1944, the congregation voted to become
self-supporting— a real milestone in any congregation! The
members of Trinity were indeed grateful for the subsidy received
from the Central District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.

In 1945 the Congregation was given the choice of either
repairing the old church or building a new house of worship. The
decision was made to build a new structure. After 18 years, on
September 30, 1945, the old debt of $5,000.00 was paid. From
then, to the end of 1949, a total of $36,567.56 was collected for a o
new church and a parish hall. On March 18, 1948, the purchase 1943-1949
of the property for the new church was made for our curtent loca-
tion. Building operations were begun in 1948, and completed in 1950. The architect was
Frederick A. Brand of Chicago, Ill. On May 21, 1950, our new “L” shaped church and parish
hall, built of Wisconsin Lannon stone, was dedicated to the glory of God and the welfare of
man. The total cost, including $4,000.00 for furniture, was $86,714.17. The building com-
mittee was composed of: Emil Harding, Elmer Meyers, Otto Klukas, Herman Wietbrock,
Henry Grelck, Don Sickinger, Arnold Rosenthal, Henry Sickinger, Otto Widdel, Herman
Herz and Earl Rehborg.

Corner store, showing the church
name and date of 1949

Setting the comner stone into place.
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